
MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING HELD BEFORE THE 
COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF JASPER, INDIANA

SEPTEMBER 17, 2008

A public hearing was held on Wednesday, September 17, 2008, in the 
Council Chambers of City Hall, 610 Main Street, Jasper, Indiana.

Call to Order.  Presiding Officer Mayor William J. Schmitt called the public 
hearing to order at 6:30 p.m.

Roll Call.
Mayor William J. Schmitt Present
Council members:

John Schroeder Present
David Prechtel Present
Thomas Schmidt Absent
Ambrose ‘Butch’ Schitter Present
Kevin Manley                                     Present
Randall Buchta Present
Raymond Howard Present

City Attorney Sandra Hemmerlein Present
Clerk-Treasurer Juanita S. Boehm Present

             Clerk-Treasurer Juanita Boehm announced that in order to have a quorum 
for the hearing, a majority of the council members must be in attendance. Six of 
the seven council members were in attendance which is a majority; therefore, 
there was a quorum for the hearing.

Pledge.  Mayor Schmitt invited all those present to join him in reciting the Pledge 
of Allegiance.

Purpose.  Mayor Schmitt said the purpose of the public hearing was to provide 
interested parties an opportunity to express their views on the proposed federally 
funded CDBG project-sidewalk and storm water improvements to blighted 
infrastructure.

A notice appeared in the Herald on September 6, 2008. A notice was also 
posted at city hall and faxed to the news media.

Lisa Gehlhausen, Director of the Indiana 15 Regional Planning 
Commission, was present to talk about the storm water/sidewalk improvement 
project.  The City has program income funds and the City must spend the money 
on a Community Development Block Grant [CDBG] project or return the money 
to the State.  One must meet the national objectives of the CDBG program and to 
qualify one area allows a community to use the funds to alleviate a blighted area. 

There are two pieces of infrastructure that are blighted in the area on 
Jackson Street from 3rd to 4th Streets and along 4th Street from Jackson Street east 
to the Barn.  The storm sewer and some of the sidewalks are deteriorated in that 
area and are eligible for the CDBG funds.



Gehlhausen said about November 26, 2008 is when the City would plan to 
submit the grant application to the Indiana Office of Community and Rural 
Affairs [IOCRA].  She then reviewed the project time schedule.  Gehlhausen said 
there is approximately $220,000 in program income.  
.

Gehlhausen said this is the first of two public hearings required by 
IOCRA.  This hearing gives people the opportunity to talk about the project and is 
open for public comments.

Mayor Schmitt then asked if there were any comments from the public.  

Mayor Schmitt commented that the community has an initiative called 
Redevelop Old Jasper Action Coalition [ROJAC] that has a plan and is involved 
with changing the area on the south side of the city and this program will help 
connect the sidewalk together.  Currently under the City’s sidewalk replacement 
program, we are replacing sidewalk on the west side of Jackson between 3rd and 
4th Streets.  This project comes along at an opportune time.  There have been 
some drainage issues in that area and this federal money will help dress up that 
area and will create opportunity for people to start up new businesses in some 
empty buildings located in that area.

Councilmember John Schroeder said because this is a blighted area, this 
project can only improve the area.

Street Commissioner Raymond Eckerle displayed an aerial photo of the 
project area and showed various pictures of the deteriorated and collapsed pipe 
that is located in the 4th Street area.

Mayor Schmitt again asked for public comments. No other comments 
were received.

A motion was made by Council member Randy Buchta and seconded by
Council member David Prechtel to close the public hearing. The motion carried 6-
0 and the hearing closed as 6:50 p.m.

The minutes were hereby approved _____with__X___without corrections or 

clarification this 22nd day of October, 2008.

                                                                                  
_______________________________

                                                                   Mayor William J. Schmitt
                                                                   Presiding Officer
Attest:

_______________________________
Juanita S. Boehm, Clerk-Treasurer

Margaret A. Kress, Recording Secretary


